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This document contains more details about the “Essay” required as part of the
course in The Evolution of Host-Parasite Interactions”.

Task: Write an essay about the evolution of a disease/parasite. Find a host –
parasite system you find interesting and write a review based on scientific
literature. The review needs to follow the rules of good scientific practice.
Parasite is used here in its widest sense. Any parasite can be chosen for the
essay. There are few exceptions:
- Every student should write about a different parasite. We keep a list of
topics, which will be shown in class.
- Do not write an essay about a parasite you worked on before or you
plan to work on in your master theses.
Literature search: To find articles about the evolution and/or population
genetics of your parasite system I suggest to use Pubmed, Web of Science and
google scholar. Citations to web-pages are not accepted, unless they are credible
sources with a high reputation (e.g. genebank).
The Essay
- should be about 4 pages,
- written in english,
- have a review style and
- should contain a full list of literature.
The essays will be checked for plagiarism!
Deadlines: The deadline for submitting the topic of the essay and for submitting
the essay will be announced in the course.
Submission: Submit a .pdf by Email to D. Ebert and hand-in a printed copy to
Dieter Ebert.

Structure of the Essay:
Title
Author (names and affiliation)
1. Abstract/ summary
2. Introduction (Background to the parasite/disease, epidemiology,
disease burden, transmission, taxon, etc.)
3. Main part covering aspects of the evolution of the parasite/disease.
This may include phylogenetic considerations, population genetics,
history, evolution of resistance, coevolution with the host, or other points
of interest.
4. Outlook/conclusion
5. References
The main part should make up not less than ¾ of the text.
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